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FAMILY: Oecophoridae ~ SUBFAMILY: Oecophorinae  TRIBE: Oecophorini
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: <i>Fabiola</i> is a small genus with seven recognized species, including five in North America
and two in the Old World.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Clarke (1941); Hodges (1974)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following is primarily based on the description by Braun (1935). The face is silvery gray and the head and
thorax dark brown. The second segment of the labial palp is white, while the third is black except at the base. The antenna is dark
brown, with the bases of the segments paler. The forewing is golden yellow and overlaid with brown scales along the extreme
margins, and at the base below the fold. At the basal fourth there is a fascia that does not quite reach either margin and
progressively narrows from the dorsal margin to the costa. The fascia is metallic in its costal half, white and dilated in its dorsal
half, and the whole edged with black scales. At the apical fourth there is a triangular white costal spot. Opposite it and slightly
nearer the base, there is a similar dorsal spot. Both extend out into the cilia, and are connected by a metallic blue band.
Collectively, they form an oblique fascia that is heavily margined with black scales inwardly at its extremities, and narrowly on
both sides of the metallic central part. Between these two fascias lies an area with broad velvety black streaks that are intermixed
with the golden ground color. Between the fascias there are three longitudinal metallic blue streaks. In the narrow part below the
fold, there is a metallic blue spot. The wing margin and cilia beyond the second pale fascia are dark brown, with a white patch of
cilia opposite the apex. The hindwing and cilia are dark bronzy, and the extreme base and costal area for one-half the wing length
white. The legs are dark brown and barred with white, and the abdomen is dark brown. This species is similar to <i>F.
shaleriella</i> but is smaller, has a different pattern of metallic-blue streaks between the fascia, and has a differently placed fascia
at three-fourths (Braun, 1935; Clarke, 1941).

DISTRIBUTION: Very few specimens have been recorded for this species and all are from either Kentucky or western North
Carolina. Our records are from low to high elevation sites in the mountains.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Populations are univoltine. All of the known records are from June and July, including those for North
Carolina.

HABITAT: Almost all records are from forested sites, including sites with both upland hardwoods and spruce-fir forest (Mt.
Mitchell).

FOOD: The larvae have never been discovered and the hosts are unknown. The larvae are suspected of being detritivores that feed
on dead plant material (Hodges, 1974).

OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults rarely visit lights.
NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S2]
STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This is a seemingly rare species with only a small number of specimens that have been found in Kentucky and

h lina.
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