Spinitibia hodgesi Streaked Spinitibia
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Autostichidae ~SUBFAMILY: Symmocinae TRIBE: [Symmocini]
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: <i>Spinitibia</i> is a monotypic genus and <i>Spinitibia hodgesi</i> is the second known endemic
species of Symmocinae in North America (Lee and Brown, 2010).

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Lee and Brown, 2010
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: This is a small moth that is best identified by the lateral and median longitudinal dark brown bands on the thorax, the
dark brown and yellow streaks of the forewing, and the pale discal cell with a black spot on each end. The detailed description that follows
is from Lee and Brown (2010). The head and thorax are yellowish white mixed with yellowish brown, and the prothorax has a longitudinal
median dark brown band and two lateral bands. The antenna is yellowish white and about two-thirds to three-fourths the length of the
forewing. The second segment of the labial palp has dark brown mixed with variable amounts of yellowish white laterally, and yellowish
white with scattered dark brown scales ventrally and medially. The apical segment has dark brown spots or bands basally and pre-apically.
The forewing ground color is yellowish white, with a heavy dusting of dark brown scales. It is overlain with a series of yellowish-white,
longitudinal streaks that are most prominent on the dorsum near the base, in the discal cell, interior to the discal cell at mid-length, and in
the subterminal region near the middle of the wing. A thin, dark brown, longitudinal streak occurs at the basal one-fourth that runs parallel
to the inner margin, while the apical one-third has variable numbers of short dark brown streaks along some of the veins. The pale area in
the discal cell is bordered basally and apically by a dark brown spot. The hindwing is pale brownish gray. The foreleg is dark brown except
for the tarsus, which is pale brown and banded with yellowish-white. The midleg has a dark brown femur, while the tibia and tarsus are
yellowish-white mixed with grayish-brown. The hindleg is yellowish white mixed with grayish-brown, and the tibia has a fringe of
yellowish-white setiform scales on the dorsal surface in both sexes. The abdomen is yellowish-gray, except the terga which is lined
posteriorly with yellowish-white.

DISTRIBUTION: Lee and Brown (2010) originally reported the range to include portions of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Kansas,
but numerous new records have expanded the range. The current known range extends from Rhode Island and eastern New York
southward along the Atlantic Seaboard to Georgia and central Florida, then westward to eastern Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri.
As 0of 2020, our records are all from the Coastal Plain and Piedmont.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Adults have been observed from April through October in different areas of the range other than North Carolina.
Our records as of 2020 extend from March through October, with no evidence of a seasonal peak in activity.

HABITAT: Lee and Brown (2010) reported that most specimens were collected in a variety of dry forests, as well as in prairies, cedar
glades, inland dunes, and old fields.

FOOD: The hosts are undocumented.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SNR [S354]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: We currently do not have sufficient information on the distribution and abundance of this species in North Carolina to
assess its conservation status.
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