Asaphocrita aphidiella None
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Blastobasidae = SUBFAMILY: Blastobasinae  TRIBE: Holcocerini

TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: The genus <i>Asaphocrita</i> is yet another taxonomically challenging group of small moths in
the subfamily Blastobasinae. <i>Asaphocrita aphidiella</i> as recognized here is a member of what appears to be a cryptic
species complex (BOLD), with at least two of the members present in North Carolina. Until systematic studies are completed, we
have elected to treat these forms as a single species.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following is based in part on the description by Walsingham (1907). The head, central region of the thorax,
and tegulae are copper-colored and may have a faint iridescent coppery-greenish luster. The remainder of the thorax is dark, with
an anterior and posterior bar. The antenna of the male is strongly notched beyond the basal joint. The palp is brownish cinereous,
with the median joint darkened externally. The palp is slender, pointed, moderately recurved, and reaches beyond the basal joint of
the antenna. In North Carolina populations, the forewing ground color is whitish and crisply dusted with dark brown to blackish
scales. The wing base is dark brown and contrast with the coppery band through the thorax and tegulae. A dark brown to blackish,
angulated fascia is present just before one-half the wing length. The tip of the chevron-like point often extending rearward for a
short distance before terminating above a dark costal blotch at about three-fifths the wing length. The paired discal spots are
typically absent, and are replaced by a dark bar that originates on the inner margin and terminates near the middle of the wing. On
some specimens the bar may fuse with a dark, posteriorly oblique costal streak that projects towards the termen. In addition to the
larger marks, small dark blotches or spots are often evident between the bar and the fringe. The hindwing and fringe on both wings
is light grayish brown.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Asaphocrita aphidiella</i> occurs from the New England states and adjoining areas of Canada southward to
western North Carolina, and westward to Michigan and Ohio. In North Carolina, this species in only known from the Blue Ridge
where it is found from the lower valleys to the highest peaks.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults are active from April through August in areas outside of North Carolina. As of 2021, we have
records from late April through late June.

HABITAT: The preferred habitat is poorly documented. Mant of our records are from semi-wooded residential neighborhoods.
FOOD: The hosts are undocumented.

OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights and can be common during their brief flight period during May
and June.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SNR [S2S3]
STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This species is locally common in the mountains, but more information is needed on its habitat requirements and
distribution before we can assess its conservation status.
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