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High counts of:

NC counties: 2

No common namePyroderces albistrigella
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Cosmopterigidae     SUBFAMILY: Cosmopteriginae     TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: <i>Pyroderces</i> is a genus of small comet moths that are primarily found in tropical, subtropical
and warm temperate parts of
the world. They are well represented in Australia and the Old World tropics, and there are three species in North America. Hodges
(1978) placed our three species in the genus <i>Pyroderces</i>, but Europeans usually place these in the genus <i>
Anatrachyntis</i>.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Hodges (1978)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The labial palps are light tan, recurved, and extend to the thorax, while the antenna is light tan with fine
serrations. The face, vertex, and lateral margins of the occiput and thorax are creamy white, while the center of the thorax is
orangish-brown.  The ground color of the forewing is orangish brown, and there are two creamy white longitudinal lines that
merge towards the wing tip.  The first begins near the base of the dorsal margin and extends along the dorsal margin to near the
wing tip. Anteriorly, it connects with a similar line on the lateral margin on the thorax and occiput. The second line is just below
the dorsal margin and runs roughly parallel to the first for the length of the wing before converging with the first just before the
wing tip. Two or more additional creamy white longitudinal lines are sometimes evident between the second line and the costa, but
these are very obscure when present. The cilia are light orangish-brown. The hindwings are grayish brown, and the cilia on both
wings smoky gray to grayish brown. The legs are light yellowish brown.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Pyroderces albistrigella</i> is found in the southeastern US from eastern Texas and Louisiana eastward to
Florida. It has been found as far north as Tennessee and North Carolina. As of 2021, we have two site records that are both from
the coast and that may be northern disjuncts.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been observed from May through December in Florida, and during September and October
in other areas outside of North Carolina. Almost all of the non-Florida records for this species are from the last two weeks of
September, which indicates a very short flight period.  As of 2021, we have three records from 16-25 September.

HABITAT:

FOOD: The larval hosts, if any, are unknown.  Other species in this genus are detritivores that feed on stored grain, fruits, and
decomposing vegetable matter.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: This species appears to be uncommon to rare in North Carolina and restricted to coastal areas.  Populations in
North Carolina may be a northern disjunct given that the nearest known populations are in Florida. Its seeming rarity may reflect
the fact that the adults have a very brief flight period during the latter half of September.  More information on its distribution,
abundance, and habitat requirements are needed to accurately assess the conservation status of this species. 
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