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in NC since 2006

1 - Washington - 2014-08-31
1 - Camden - 2013-07-14
1 - Carteret - 2020-05-25

High counts of:

NC counties: 3

No common nameColeotechnites juniperella
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Gelechiidae     SUBFAMILY:      TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: <i>Coleotechnites juniperella</i> feeds on junipers and is characterized by a creamy white head, and a white forewing that is
overlain by a continuous, black, uninterrupted, longitudinal band that extends from the wing base to the apex. The costa has two dark spots, and the
white portions of the wing are heavily dusted with darker scales. The following detailed description is mostly based on that of Kearfott (1903) who
reared 13 specimens from New Jersey.

The head is creamy ocherous-white and has closely appressed scales. The second segment of the labial palp is thickened with appressed scales,
while the third is nearly as long as the second, slender, bluntly pointed, slightly drooping, and curved outward and upward. The overall color of the
palp is cream white, with dark-brown or blackish scales on the basal segment. The second segment has dark scales on the underside, with the scales
extending upwards in two patches on the outer side to form a basal ring, The last segment has a short streak on the underside that joins a subapical
ring (appearing as two terminal rings when viewed from above). The antenna is whitish and clouded with brown on the basal third, and with white
and brown annulations on the remainder. The thorax is creamy-white, is less ocherous than the head, and is irrorated with light-brown.

The forewing is creamy white, with a sharply-defined, black, longitudinal band that extends through the middle of the wing from the wing base to
the apex. The base of the band extends to the costa to about one-eighth the wing length, then is replaced by a distinct whitish streak that extends
towards the apex. The costa has a prominent black patch or oblique line at around three-fourths that nearly reaches the black longitudinal band, and a
smaller black spot just before one-half the wing length. There are four almost evenly-spaced black dots parallel to and about midway between the
median band and the inner margin, and a fifth dot along the costal edge of the longitudinal band at around three-fifths the wing length. Three other
dots form a line along the outer margin, and all of the dots on the wing are composed of black raised scales that are bordered by one or two white
scales. The cilia at the apex and outer margin are mottled with dark brown, and are pale gray along the inner margin. The hindwing is pale gray to
grayish-brown, and the legs are creamy white and streaked and spotted with reddish-black, with black and white annulations on the metatarsals.

Kearfott (1903) noted that this species is similar to <i>C. obliquistrigella</i>, but the latter has the black, longitudinal band interrupted. <i>
Coleotechnites albicostata</i> is also very similar, but tends to have the black, longitudinal band curving more strongly towards the apex, the
whitish band along the costa less dusted with darker scales, the terminal black spots along the base of the fringe smaller and more numerous, and
extending onto the costa, and the white band along the costa extending closer to the wing base. <i>Coleotechnites juniperella</i> appears to be
restricted to coastal dunes and maritime forests, while <i>C. albicostata</i> is found statewide.

DISTRIBUTION: Please refer to the dot map.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Please refer to the flight charts.

HABITAT:

FOOD:

OBSERVATION_METHODS:

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS:

STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: 

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

Gelechiidae
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