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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Gelechiidae     SUBFAMILY: Gelechiinae     TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Beadle and Leckie (2012); Leckie and Beadle (2018)
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Dietz (1900); Forbes (1923)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: This is a very small, pale gray moth with a conspicuous rounded, rhomboidal-shaped mark when a resting moth is
viewed from above.  The following detailed description is based on those of Dietz (1900) and Forbes (1923). The head, thorax,
abdomen, and ground color of the forewing are all ashen gray. The labial palp is long and recurved, and reaches to the thorax. The outer
side of the first joint and base of the second joint are fuscous. The third joint is dusted with fuscous, and has a dark ring or blotch just
above the base. The antenna is grayish above with faint darker annulations. A large dark brown to blackish spot is located at the
posterior of the thorax and joins a concolorous, triangular mark at the wing base. The triangular mark extends from the inner margin to
about two-thirds the wing width and is bluntly-rounded. A rather diffuse band of rich dark brown coloration extends though the middle
of the wing. The band begins at about two-fifths and progressively broadens until it meets a whitish costal patch at four-fifths, then
continues as a narrow band to the apex. The apical fifth is slight lighter than the remainder of the wing except for the dark band that
passes through the middle. It is sometimes delineated by a faint pale fascia that is also interrupted by the dark band that passes through
to the apex. The cilia are pale with two darker lines that are rather faint. The hindwing and cilia are pale fuscous. The legs are pale
fuscous and banded with darker fuscous.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Pseudochelaria walsinghami</i> is found in eastern North America from Maine, Vermont,  and adjoining areas of
southern Canada (Ontario; Quebec; Nova Scotia), southward to Alabama and Mississippi. The range extends westward to Arkansas,
eastern Kansas, eastern Nebraska, and Illinois. As of 2021, we have only four site records, including one from each of the three
physiographic provinces.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Adults have been documented from April through September in areas outside on North Carolina, with a seasonal
peak in May and August. As of 2021, we have records from early May through late August. Local populations appear to be bivoltine in
the mountains and possibly elsewhere.

HABITAT: This species specializes on sumacs. These are common in sunny habitats that are often periodically disturbed. Typical
habitats include woodland edges, old fields, fencerows, powerline corridors, and infrequently mowed roadways.

FOOD: Staghorn Sumac (<i>Rhus typhina</i>) is the only documented host (Dietz, 1905; Forbes, 1923). Other sumacs are presumably
used in North Carolina given that <i>P. walsinghami</i> occurs statewide and <i>Rhus typhina</i> is restricted to the mountains.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.  We need more information on host use within the state. We encourage
naturalists to search sumacs for the larvae of these and other sumac specialists, and to rear the adults.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR S2S4

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: As of 2021, we have a few scattered records from across the state. More information is needed on host use, distribution
and abundance before we can assess the conservation status of this species. 

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

Gelechiidae
 

March 2025 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1


