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FAMILY: Gelechiidae = SUBFAMILY: Gelechiinae TRIBE: Gelechiini

TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: The genus <i>Chionodes</i> is the most species rich genus of gelechiid moths in the Western
Hemisphere, with 187 recognized species. Our knowledge of the diverse array of species in North America is largely due to the
monumental work of Hodges (1999), who spend decades working on the group and described 115 new species (Powell and Opler,
2009). Many exhibit substantial variation within species and have drab coloration, typically with brown, dark gray, or blackish
patterning on the forewings. These can only be confidently identified by examining secondary sexual characteristics and/or the
genitalia of one or both sexes. Others are more boldly marked and can be identified by wing patterning. Many of our state records
are based on Hodges (1999) database of over 19,000 specimens that he examined from major collections in the US. These include
North Carolina specimens that he collected mostly from Highlands, and from a few other areas within the state.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:
ID COMMENTS:

DISTRIBUTION: Please refer to the dot map.
FLIGHT COMMENT: Please refer to the flight charts.
HABITAT:

FOOD:

OBSERVATION_METHODS:

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS:
STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS:

March 2024 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1



