Anacampsis levipedella Silver-dashed Anacampsis
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Gelechiidae = SUBFAMILY: Anacampsinae TRIBE:

TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: <i>Anacampsis levipedella</i> is suspected of being a member of a cryptic species pair. BugGuide has
illustrations of two specimens and show some of the differences. However, North Carolina specimens often have maculation that does
not clearly conform to these two phenotypes. We are currently treating all of the North Carolina specimens as a single, variable species.
Additional studies will hopefully clarify the taxonomic status of North Carolina specimens.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Forbes (1923)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: <i>Anacampsis levipedella</i> is a boldly-marked species with complex patterning. The basal half of the forewing
varies from being uniformly slate-gray to coppery-brown, with slate-gray being more common in North Carolina specimens. The
remainder of the wing has a complex pattern that consists of a mostly black ground color that is overlain with white streaks and marks.
The most prominent white marks include a costal spot at around one-half the wing length, a second costal spot at three-fourths, a black
ocellus with two white dashes and a connecting white transverse bar on the basal end, and two elongated spots near the inner margin
and wing middle that are opposite the first costal spot. The terminal fringe is silvery-gray and usually has a black line or narrow band
near the base that may be weakly margined with white basally, or have a more prominent white apical spot. The head and thorax are
concolorous with the basal half of the forewing and the eyes are bright red. The antennae is dark-brown to grayish, while the recurved
labial palp has a grayish scale tuft on the second segment and a light brown third segment. The legs are mostly black and boldly marked
with white rings.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Anacampsis levipedella</i> is widely distributed in eastern North America, including much of the eastern US and
portions of southern Ontario and Quebec. In the US the range extends from New York, Vermont and Massachusetts southward to
Georgia and northern Florida, and westward along the Gulf States to central Texas, then northward to central Oklahoma, Arkansas,
Missouri, eastern lowa and southern Wisconsin. Populations are absent from most of the Atlantic Coastal Plain. As of 2025, all of our
records are from the Piedmont and Blue Ridge.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been documented from January through August in Florida and other southern locale, and mostly
from April through October elsewhere in the range. AS of 2025, our records extend from mid-April through late-September. Local
populations in the Piedmont appear to have two broods per year.

HABITAT: Local populations are often found in wooded, disturbed landscapes such as semi-wooded residential neighborhoods,
walkways and trails that adjoin woods, and urban greenways.

FOOD: The larval host plants appear to be undocumented as of 2025.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights and are frequently seen resting on vegetation during the day.
NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS:

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS:
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