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3 - Onslow - 2020-03-02
2 - Brunswick - 2024-03-07
1 - Gates - 2014-09-26

High counts of:

NC counties: 12

NoneNemapogon acapnopennella
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tineidae     SUBFAMILY: Nemapogoninae     TRIBE: [Nemapogonini]
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: <i>Nemapogon</i> is a genus with approximately 70 named species that reach their greatest diversity in the
Old World. There are 17 described species in North America.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Deitz (1905)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following is based on a redescription of this species by Deitz (1905). The head is white or ochreous white, intermixed
with fuscous. The palps are yellowish and dusted externally with brownish scales, while the antenna is pale ochreous and finely annulated
with brown. The thorax is dull white and speckled with brown scales. The forewing has a dull white ground color that is sprinkled with pale
brown scales that sometimes form faint, irregular transverse lines. The remaining markings are dark brown to brownish black. Patterning of
the dark markings varies considerable among individuals, but the following marks are usually present. A rather poorly defined dark patch or
short streak is present near the wing base that extends from the costa obliquely outward to about the middle of the wing.  There is a small dark
costal spot at about one fourth.  Just beyond the middle there is a large and roughly rectangular patch that extends from the costa to about the
middle of the wing. A smaller opposing spot occurs along the inner margin near the beginning of the dorsal cilia.  Just anterior to the coastal
patch and the matching dorsal spot, there is a posteriorly curved streak or blotch that typically extends from near the inner margin to about the
middle of the wing. Just posterior to the postmedian rectangular patch there is usually a small, but well-defined, dark costal spot. A similar
spot or larger blotch is often evident opposite it, and near the middle of the wing. Additional spots or fine streaks are sometimes evident in the
general vicinity. The cilia are whitish and often have a dark line that extends through the middle. A row of small, dark, elongated spots are
usually present along the base of the cilia. The hindwing is a little narrower than the forewings, obtusely pointed, and grayish fuscous with
gray cilia. The abdomen is ochreous fuscous above, and the legs ochreous with dark banding on the tarsi.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Nemapogon acapnopennella</i> is found throughout much of the eastern US. It occurs from Illinois eastward to Maine,
to as far south and west as Florida, Oklahoma, and Texas. This species also occurs in southern Canada from British Columbia and
Saskatchewan to as far east as Quebec.  We have scattered records for North Carolina from throughout the state.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Most adult records are from April-August, but specimens have been observed during almost every month of the year.
As of 2020, our records extends from January-September.  Populations near the coast are often active in January and February.

HABITAT: This species is associated with hardwood forests, where the host fungus grows on decaying logs, tree trunks and limbs of
hardwoods.

FOOD: Forbes (1923) recorded larvae feeding on a fungi (<i>Irpex lacteus</i>), which is a resupinate polypore that forms rather shapeless,
toothed growth mats across the bottom of dead hardwood logs (Forbes, 1923).

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults appear to only occasionally visit lights. More information is needed on the larval ecology, so
searches for larvae on <i>Irpex lacteus</i> may yield important natural history observations. More research is needed to determine if other
species of fungi are used.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: Populations are presumably more common than our limited records suggest since the adults do not appear to be strongly
attracted to lights.
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