Choreutis pariana Apple Leaf Skeletonizer Moth
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Choreutidae SUBFAMILY: Choreutinae ~ TRIBE: [Choreutini]
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: The genus <i>Choreutis</i> contains 33 described species that are mostly found in Eurasia and
southeast Asia.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Beadle and Leckie (2012)
ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Dombroskie (2003)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following is based on the description by Dombroskie (2003). The forewing is a pale smeared brown, and often
heavily dusted with a broad band of lighter scales in the PM region. The inner half and terminal area are usually darker brown. The AM
line is dark brown and jagged. The PM line is less obvious than the AM line, paler brown, and jagged. Other lines are occasionally
evident depending on the specimen, but these are never as obvious as the AM line. There are four small whitish rectangles that are more
or less visible along the costa. These occur at the AM line, the median, the PM line, and just before the apex. The fringe is brown, with
two thin pale patches along the outer edge on either side of the middle. The hindwing is warm brown and slightly darker towards the
outer margin. The fringe is brown, and paler at the anal angle and apex. The body is dark brown. Specimens are variable and sometimes
have a grayish ground color. The amount of whitish dusting in the PM area and the degree of development of the bold markings also
varies among individuals. The adults are active during the day and are often seen nectaring on composites or other flowers.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Choreutis pariana</i> was introduced into New England from eastern Eurasia sometime shortly before 1917. It
has since spread across North America. Populations are most prevalent in the northeastern US and adjoining area of southern Canada,
then westward to the Great Lakes region. The range extends southward to Virginia, North Carolina, and Tennessee. This species is also
well-established in California, Oregon, Washington and British Columbia. It was first recorded in North Carolina in 2013, and is now
well established in the western mountains.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults overwinter and become active with the spring leaf-out. There are two or more broods per year
depending on the location. US records from outside of North Carolina extend from May through November. As of 2020, our records are
from mid-July through early October.

HABITAT: This species primarily uses members of the Rosaceae as hosts. It is often found in apple orchards and nurseries that grow
hawthorns, cherries, and other ornamentals. Populations appear to be well established in more natural settings where they likely use
native hawthorns and cherries.

FOOD: This is a somewhat polyphagous species that prefers members of the Rosaceae, but also uses birches and willows. The known

hosts include commercial apples (<i>Malus</i>), crabapples (<i>Crataecgus</i> spp.), cherries (<i>Prunus</i> spp.), hawthorns (<i>
Crataegus</i> spp.), American Mountain-ash (<i>Sorbus americana</i>), birches (<i>Betula</i> spp.), and willows (<i>Salix</i>

spp.)-

OBSERVATION_METHODS:

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNA SNR [SNA]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This is an exotic species that does not merit protection.

March 2026 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1



