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1 - Orange - 2020-06-30
1 - Madison - 2020-07-01
1 - Madison - 2020-08-05

High counts of:

NC counties: 4

No common nameLeucomele miriamella
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tineidae     SUBFAMILY:      TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: <i>Leucomele</i> is a monotypic genus that is restricted to eastern North America.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Dietz, 1905; Forbes, 1923
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following description is based in part on those of Dietz (1905) and Forbes (1923). The head is entirely
rough haired, and somewhat tufted each side. The face is yellowish white and the vertex and thorax blackish brown.  The antenna
are whitish with darker annulations, and about three-fifths the length of the wing. The labial palp is dark fuscous brown externally,
and the second joint and apex of the third are whitish within. The ground color of the forewing is white and dusted with dark
brown to black scales. These are concentrated in places to form streaks, bars, and spotting.  A dark streak occurs from the base of
the costa to about mid-wing where it angles inward and joins a relatively short longitudinal streak. A narrow white gap separates
this from a large dark sub-terminal blotch.  The blotch has one or more narrow extensions that reach towards the wing margin.
There is typically one that extends towards the apex where it may join a rounded apical spot.  Dark shading is usually evident at
the base of the inner margin, and there are a couple of bars in the fold that are sometimes united into a longer dark streak. The cilia
are whitish with a dark line near the apex (often missing in worn specimens). The hindwings and cilia are fuscous. Abdomen
fuscous above and silvery gray below.  The legs grayish, and the anterior and middle more or less fuscous externally. The tarsal
joints are fuscous above.  This species has somewhat variable patterning. It is best identified by the whitish face and black head
and tufts, and the overall whitish forewing with dark streaking.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Leucomele miriamella</i> is found in eastern North America, with populations occurring from southern
Canada (Ontario; Quebec; New Brunswick) and the New England states to as far south as southern Alabama, and westward to
Wisconsin, Illinois and Indiana. This species is absent from most of the southeastern Coastal Plain. As of 2020, our few records are
from the Piedmont and lower elevations in the mountains.

FLIGHT COMMENT: This species is univoltine, with almost all adults flying from June-August in areas outside of North
Carolina.  As of 2020, our records are from early June through early August.

HABITAT: The habitats are poorly documented.  Dietz (1905) reported that adults were observed resting on the trunk of a cherry
tree.

FOOD: The larvae are probably detritivores, scavengers or fungivores based on the known habits of other members of the
Tineidae, but they have yet to be discovered.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults visit lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: We currently do not have sufficient information on the distribution and abundance of this species within the state to
assess its conservation status.  

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global
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