
•••
•

• = Sighting or Collection
in NC since 2005

1 - Ashe - 2019-06-05
1 - Ashe - 2018-07-18
1 - Mitchell - 2019-06-02

High counts of:

NC counties: 2

NonePhiaris glaciana

Jan

Jan

Jan

JanFeb

Feb

Feb

FebMar

Mar

Mar

MarApr

Apr

Apr

AprMay

May

May

MayJun

Jun

Jun

JunJul

Jul

Jul

JulAug

Aug

Aug

AugSep

Sep

Sep

SepOct

Oct

Oct

OctNov

Nov

Nov

NovDec

Dec

Dec

Dec

5

5

5

525

25

25

2515

15

15

15
15

15

15

155

5

5

525

25

25

25
5

5

5

525

25

25

2515

15

15

15
15

15

15

155

5

5

525

25

25

25
5

5

5

525

25

25

2515

15

15

15
15

15

15

155

5

5

525

25

25

25
5

5

5

525

25

25

2515

15

15

15
15

15

15

155

5

5

525

25

25

25
5

5

5

525

25

25

2515

15

15

15
15

15

15

155

5

5

525

25

25

25
5

5

5

525

25

25

2515

15

15

15
15

15

15

155

5

5

525

25

25

25

Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tortricidae     SUBFAMILY: Olethreutinae     TRIBE: Olethreutini
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Beadle and Leckie (2012)
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: <i>Phiaris glaciana</i> has a predominantly blackish forewing with two white bands. A blackish patch is present on the basal
one-fourth of the wing that is complete and abuts a white antemedial fascia that usually has a few black specks within it. The fascia has irregular
borders on both sides, and adjoins a broad blackish medial band that broadens towards the inner margin. The blackish band has an irregular
posterior margin and adjoins a second, irregular, white fascia that extends from the tornus to the costa, where is often bends apically and fuses
with whitish, paired striae that occur along the apical fourth of the costa. The subterminal area beyond the second fascia is variably marked with
blackish scales that form darker patches or bands that are concolorous with the other dark areas of the wing. The posterior two-thirds of the costa
is blackish with paired white striae, including a pair that is often evident in the central dark band. The fringe is mostly dark with a narrow, dark,
basal line and with a few whitish streaks or patches on the outer two-thirds. The hindwing varies from medium to dark brown and the fringe is
mostly white with a narrow, dark, basal line. The palps, head and thorax are blackish and concolorous with the dark regions on the forewing.

<i>Olethreutes bipartitana</i> is very similar to <i>Phiaris glaciana</i> and some specimens may require dissection for a positive identification.
The latter lacks the black spot along the hind margin of the black band and usually has a pair of white costal striae within the black band. <i>
Olethreutes bipartitana</i> often has more whitish coloration on the terminal portion of the wing (Gilligan et al., 2008), but there is substantial
variation in both species.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Phiaris glaciana</i> is found throughout much of North America where cool climates prevail, including Alaska and
Canada from the Yukon southward to British Columbia and Alberta, and eastward to New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. In the eastern US
scattered populations have been found in Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, Michigan,
Wisconsin, Minnesota and western North Carolina. Populations have been found in the West in Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Utah, Washington
and Idaho. As of 2024, we have only four site records from Ashe and Mitchell County.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been observed from June through September in different areas of the range, with a seasonal peak
commonly in June and July. As of 2024, our records range from early-June through mid-July.

HABITAT: This species is found in a variety of habitats, including hardwood forests, boreal forests, bogs, meadows, forest edges and forest gaps.

FOOD: The larvae are polyphagous and feed primarily on deciduous hardwoods (Prentice, 1965; Brown et al., 2008; Robinson et al., 2010;
Beadle and Leckie, 2012). The reported hosts include Silver Maple (<i>Acer saccharinum</i>), Sugar Maple (<i>A. saccharum</i>), birches (<
i>Betula</i>), Sweet-fern (<i>Comptonia peregrina</i>), Balsam Poplar (<i>Populus balsamifera</i>), Lombardy Poplar (<i>P. nigra</i>),
Quaking Aspen (<i>P. tremuloides</i>), Choke Cherry (<i>Prunus virginiana</i>), wintergreens (<i>Pyrola</i>), rhododendrons (<i>
Rhododendron</i>), willows (<i>Salix</i>), and blueberries (<i>Vaccinium</i>).

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR[S1S3]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: <i>Phiaris glaciana</i> reaches its southern range limit in western North Carolina and appears to be rare within the state. More
information is needed on its distribution and abundance before we can accurately assess its conservation status. 
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