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2 - Yancey - 2020-06-15
1 - Mitchell - 2019-06-02
1 - Watauga - 2022-08-23

High counts of:

NC counties: 3

Divided Olethreutes MothOlethreutes bipartitana
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31

N
u
m
b
e
r

o
f

F
l
i
g
h
t

D
a
t
e
s

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
n=0

CP

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
n=0

Pd

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
n=2

Low Mt.

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
n=1

High Mt.

FAMILY: Tortricidae     SUBFAMILY: Olethreutinae     TRIBE: Olethreutini
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: <i>Olethreutes</i> is a large genus with over 130 recognized species worldwide. North America has around 80
recognized species, with at least 37 species occurring in North Carolina. Some species are very difficult to identify due to interspecific
similarities in color and forewing pattern and only subtle differences in genitalia (Gilligan et al., 2008). In many instances, knowledge of the host
plant is essential for a confident determination. All of the Nearctic species are leaf-tiers or leaf-rollers on deciduous trees and shrubs.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Beadle and Leckie (2012)
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Forbes (1923)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: <i>Olethreutes bipartitana</i> has broad zones of blackish and whitish banding on the forewing.  The blackish areas often
have small blue-gray blotches within them and the whitish areas have black specks or small grayish blotches (Forbes, 1923). The black basal
patch is complete and extends to about one-fourth the wing length where it abuts a white antemedial fascia that usually has a few black scales
within it. The fascia has irregular borders on both sides, and abuts a broad blackish band that slightly broadens towards the inner margin. The
blackish band has an irregular posterior margin that commonly has a darker, blackish spot near the center of the wing. The remainder of the wing
is white with varying amounts of grayish shades, or with a separate gray margin and subterminal patch (Forbes, 1923). The costal edge is dark
gray or blackish with paired white striae. The hindwing varies from whitish to brown and the fringe on both wings is whitish with a narrow, dark,
basal line and with varying levels of darker dusting on the outer half of the fringe.

<i>Olethreutes bipartitana</i> is very similar to <i>Phiaris glaciana</i> and some specimens may require dissection for a positive identification.
The latter lacks the black spot along the hind margin of the black band and usually has a pair of white costal striae within the black band.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Olethreutes bipartitana</i> is found throughout much of North America where cool climates prevail, including Alaska and
Canada from the Yukon southward to British Columbia and Alberta, and eastward to New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island. In
the eastern US the range extends from Maine and other New England States westward across the Great Lakes region to Minnesota and Iowa, and
southward through the Appalachian region to West Virginia and western North Carolina. Scattered populations have been found in the West in
Montana, Wyoming, Arizona and California. As of 2024, we have only two site records from the Blue Ridge, including one from Mt. Mitchell.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been documented from May through October in different region of the US and Canada. As of 2024, our
three records are from June and late-August.

HABITAT: The preferred habitats are poorly documented, but given the exceptionally broad range of this species they are likely also broad.

FOOD: Limited data suggest that the larvae may be polyphagous. The reported hosts include Celery (<i>Apium graveolens</i>) and a scaleseed
(<i>Spermolepis</i> sp.) in the Apiaceae (Heinrich 1926; Miller 1987, Brown et al., 2008), and Swamp Lousewort (<i>Pedicularis lanceolata</
i>) in the Orobanchaceae (BugGuide; MJ Hatfield).

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR[S1S2]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This is a northern species that reaches its southern limits in North Carolina and appears to be rare within the state. 

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

Tortricidae
 

March 2026 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1


