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Retinia houseri Minute Pitch-blister Moth
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Tortricidae = SUBFAMILY: Olethreutinac  TRIBE: Eucosmini
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Miller (1959)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following description is based in part on that of Miller's (1959) original description of material from Ohio.
The labial palp is white and the head dirty white except for dark gray scales around the antenna base, along with a poorly defined bar
of dark gray across the front of the head just above the antennal bases (often greatly reduced). The collar and patagium are dark gray
with white-tipped scales, while the thorax has dark gray scales that are tipped with white. The legs are gray with white bands, and the
abdomen is dark gray above and beneath with dirty white along the sides.

The patterning of the forewing is variable, but generally consists of a mosaic of irregular, transverse dirty white and dark brown lines,
along with dark brown patches. There are often two or three light lines that extend from the costa to the dorsal margin near the mid-
wing and that are preceded by a darker antemedian region. A dark, rectangular patch is often evident at three-fourths that extends
from the dorsal margin before ending near the middle of the wing. One or two smaller costal patches are sometime present on the
apical half of the wing. The fringe is grayish to brown with white-tipped scales and often has a thin, dark marginal line. The hindwing
is dark brown with a light gray fringe.

<i>Retinia houseri</i> is a relatively small species, with the wingspan of the type series males and females averaging 13.4 mm and
15.2 mm, respectively. This species might be confuse with <i>R. gemistrigulana</i>, but it is grayer, has a series of fine, transverse
black lines on the forewing, and has a wingspan of 19-21 mm.

DISTRIBUTION: Please refer to the dot map.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Please refer to the flight charts.

HABITAT: Our records come from savannas and sandhills in the Coastal Plain and both upland and bottomland sites in the Piedmont.
FOOD: The larvae and their associated resin nodules have been found on Shortleaf Pine (Brown et al., 2008; Miller and Neiswander
1955, 1956), but other pines are probably used. At some of the Coastal Plain sites in North Carolina where this species has been
recorded, Shortleaf Pine is absent and the more likely hosts are Longleaf Pine or Pond Pine. Loblolly Pine seems the most likely host

at one bottomland site in the Piedmont.

OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults occasionally visit lights and the resinous nodules can be found on the young stems of
pines.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR S3S5
STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: As of 2022 we have only six site records for this species, which suggests that is uncommon within the state.
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