
•

• = Sighting or Collection
in NC since 2006

1 - Yancey - 2019-07-30

High counts of:

NC counties: 1

NoneHomosetia tricingulatella
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tineidae     SUBFAMILY: Meessiinae     TRIBE: [Meessiini]
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: <i>Homosetia</i> is a small genus with 12 recognized species that are found only in North
America.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Forbes, 1923; microleps.org
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following description is primarily based on that of Forbes (1923). The head is blackish with a prominent
shaggy tuft of erect hair-like scales, and the face whitish. The antenna is grayish and the labial palp gray on the outer side. The
forewing is over six times as long as wide, gray, and slightly dusted with fuscous.  A dark spot is present near the base of the costa.
There is a poorly defined band at about one-third the wing length that hardly reaches the inner margin. There is also a broad,
irregular, brassy-brown band in the middle of wing, besides some brassy areas nearer the base, and other irregular dark bands
outwardly. Blackish tufts of raised scales occur at about one fifth, one half, and four fifths of the wing length from the base, but are
often not evident in worn specimens. The fringe is checkered with black and white, and is pale outwardly.  Forbes (1923) noted
that this species and the next are easily recognized by their pattern, which is formed of grayish white, blackish, and golden in
about equal proportions.  Terry Harrison at microleps.org has discovered a complex of undescribed cryptic species in Illinois that
closely resemble this species. These and <i>H. tricingulatella</i> are best identified by genitalia.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Homosetia tricingulatella</i> is found in the eastern US from Maryland, Ohio, and Illinois southward to
South Carolina, northern Florida, and eastern Oklahoma.  The discovery of a cryptic species complex in this group suggests that
many of these records are questionable.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults are in flight from April through August. As of 2020, our one record is from 30 July.

HABITAT: The habitats are poorly documented.

FOOD: The feeding ecology is undocumented, but it is very likely that this species does not depend on living plants as hosts. It
presumably feeds on detritus, fungi, lichens, bird feathers or other organic matter like most other tineids.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults occasionally visit lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: We currently do not have sufficient information on the distribution and abundance of this species to assess its
conservation status. 

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

Tineidae
 

March 2026 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1


