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Eucosma ornatula No common name
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Tortricidae = SUBFAMILY: Olethreutinae  TRIBE: Eucosmini
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Heinrich (1924); Wright and Gilligan (2015)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following description is based on that of Heinrich (1924). The palps and head are snowy white, while the
thorax has a varying mixture of brownish-blackish and whitish patterning. The forewing ground color is pale creamy white and is
overlain with scattered small blackish and reddish-brown blotches. A large blackish blotch is usually present along the inner
margin at about one-third, while a larger post-median patch is present adjoining the ocellus that often has a mix of black and
reddish-brown scales. The apical third of the costa has a zone of rusty-red to reddish-brown coloration that extends inwardly to the
termen. The ocellus consists of two vertical metallic bars that enclose a blackish fuscous patch which expands towards the costa
into a rather large blackish spot. The cilia are gray to brownish with a narrow dark fuscous basal band, while the hindwing is pale
smoky fuscous with paler cilia that have a dark basal band.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Eucosma ornatula</i> is widely distributed in the eastern United States and southern Canada where
specimens have been documented from Alberta eastward to Prince Edward Island. In the US the range extends from the New
England states westward to Nebraska and North Dakota and southward to northern Florida, Louisiana, and eastern Texas. As of
2022, we have only five site records, with all but one from the Blue Ridge.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Local populations appear to be univoltine. The adults fly from June through September, with a seasonal
peak in most areas of the range in July and August. As of 2022, we have records from early June through late August.

HABITAT: Our records are mostly from forested landscapes and semi-wooded residential neighborhoods. In the Blue Ridge
individuals have been documented from the lower valleys to as high as Mt. Mitchell.

FOOD: The host plants are poorly documented. The only known host record is by Putman (1942) who reared the larvae from the
flower heads of Tall Blue Lettuce (<i>Lactuca biennis</i>).

OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.
NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR[S2-S3]
STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This species is seemingly uncommon in the state. More information is needed concerning its host plants, habitat
requirements, and distribution and abundance before its conservation status can be accurately assessed.

March 2024 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1



