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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tineidae     SUBFAMILY: Meessiinae     TRIBE: [Meessiini]
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Leckie and Beadle, 2018
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Dietz (1905)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: This is a small, distinctively marked species with a dull yellowish head, yellow antenna, and a boldly marked
purplish brown and golden yellowish forewing.  The following detailed description is based on that of Dietz (1905). The head and
head tufts are ocherous-yellow and the antenna pale yellow and about as long as the forewing. The thorax and ground color of the
forewing are dark purplish-brown. The most conspicuous mark is a yellowish golden, longitudinal streak that begins at the middle
of base and extends down the middle of the wing. The streak is broadly lanceolate and widens posteriorly to about one-half the
wing length before tapering and ending at about two-thirds. Immediately beyond the tip of the streak there is a matching pair of
yellowish golden dorsal and costal blotches. The dorsal blotch is usually very narrowly separated from the larger streak, but
sometimes connected.  The apical cilia is pale yellow and the remainder brown.  The hindwing is golden brown and the cilia
fuscous. The legs are silvery gray with a yellowish tinge, and are dusted with fuscous.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Isocorypha mediostriatella</i> is found in eastern North America, including southern Canada (Ontario;
Quebec) and most of the eastern US. The range extends from Maine southward to Florida, and westward to Illinois, Missouri,
Oklahoma, eastern Texas, and northeastern Mexico. We have records from all three physiographic regions of the state, although
this species seems to be less common in the Coastal Plain than elsewhere.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Adults have been observed from April through October in areas outside of North Carolina, with a peak in
activity in July and August. Populations are univoltine in North Carolina. As of 2020, our records are from mid-July through
August.

HABITAT: The habitat requirements are poorly documented.  Dietz (1905) reported finding this species in damp localities, and
many of our records are from wooded residential areas or forested sites. The larvae probably do not feed on living plant material.

FOOD: The larvae and their food resources have never been reported.  Like almost all tineids, they presumably feed on dead
organic matter such as feathers, scat, and plant or animal remains, or on fungi and lichens.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: We currently do not have sufficient information on the distribution and abundance of this species in North Carolina
to assess its conservation status.
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