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1 - Wake - 2021-09-15

High counts of:

NC counties: 3

No common nameMontescardia fuscofasciella
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tineidae     SUBFAMILY: Scardiinae     TRIBE: [Scardiini]
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: <i>Montescardia</i> is a small genus with three described species from northern temperate
regions, including one in the eastern US.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Robinson (1986)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following description is based in part on that of Robinson (1986). The vertex and the frons are pale buff.
The labial palp is off-white and strongly flecked with brown on the outer surface. The maxillary palp is cream and flecked with
brown above on the basal segments.  It is 5-segmented and elongated, reaching the apex of the second segment of the labial palp.
The antenna scape is dark brown and the flagellum medium brown. The thorax and tegula are speckled brown and cream. The
forewing ground color is brownish cream with ill-defined orange-brown along the veins. The ground is strongly speckled with
dark brown to form strong solid marks. The most conspicuous mark is a dark brown angulated fascia just beyond one-half the
wing length. The fascia is posteriorly oblique and broadest on the dorsal half before narrowing and angulating anteriorly towards
the costa. A pair of blotches are present at one-fourth that include a relatively large, posteriorly oblique costal blotch and a smaller
dorsal blotch. These are occasionally united to form a complete fascia.  A third prominent blotch is present in the subterminal
region. In addition to these larger marks, the costa has a series of dark spots along its length, including a pair or triplet of small
spots just in front of the central fascia. The cilia are light fuscous with three or four darker patches within. The hindwing is light
grayish brown, with ill-defined paler mottling at the apex. The legs are buff colored with darker bands along their length.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Montescardia fuscofasciella</i> is found in the eastern US where there are a few scattered records from
Maryland and vicinity westward to Illinois, and southward to Tennessee, northern Alabama, and western North Carolina. As of
2023, we have only three records, including two from the lower elevations in the Blue Ridge and one from the Piedmont.

FLIGHT COMMENT: This species is univoltine with a relatively short flight season.  Adult have been observed from June
through August, with a peak in activity in July and August. As of 2020, our one dated record is from 10 August.

HABITAT: The larvae have never been reported and their specific habitat requirements are unknown. They are presumed to be
fungivores and are likely associated with hardwood trees.

FOOD: This species belongs to a group of tineids (Scardiinae) whose members are all believed to be fungal specialists. The larvae
feed in either the fruiting bodies of bracket fungi, or in the wood of dead or moribound trees that have been permeated with the
fungal hyphae (Robinson, 1986).

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults appear to rarely visit lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This is a seemingly uncommon species throughout its range. As of 2023 we have only three records, and only two
that are recent.  
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