
•• •

• = Sighting or Collection
in NC since 2004

• = Not seen since 20042 - Swain - 2001-08-18
1 - Wake - 2012-09-19
1 - Buncombe - 2022-08-10

High counts of:

NC counties: 3

No common nameNotocelia lobana
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tortricidae     SUBFAMILY:      TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: Wright and Gilligan (2023) recently split populations that were previously treated as a single, wide-ranging
species known as <i>N. culminana</i> into two sibling species based primarily on differences in genitalia. These are <i>N. culminana</i>
(sensu stricto) that is found in the northern U.S., southern Canada and the western U.S., and <i>N. lobana</i> which is a more southern
form that in known from Connecticut, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, New York, western North Carolina, Ohio, and Washington DC.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Wright and Gilligan (2023).
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following description is based mostly from the description by Wright and Galligan (2023). In this species the head
and palps are medium to dark brown, with the third segment of the palp often having a whitish tip. The frons is whitish and the vertex
brown, while the antenna is brown with some black scaling on the pedicel and ventral surface of the scape. The thorax is tan, with two dark
brown transverse bars. The ground color of the forewing is whitish and often overlain with faint grayish striations. Specimens usually show
evidence of a faint, dark brown, fragmented band at one-fourth the wing length that contrast with the adjoining lighter ground that fills
most of the remainder of the wing. The area between the band and wing base is coarsely mottled with varying levels of brown to grayish
brown. Two other dark brown marks are present on the wing. The first is a small blotch at around three-fourth that is on the dorsal margin.
The second is a rounded and often chevron-shaped mark that extends from the apex obliquely forward to just before the mid-wing, then
backward where it meets the outer margin just above the anal angle. The cilia on the forewing are dark brown and concolorous with the
chevron-shaped mark, while the hindwing is light-brown to grayish-brown.  Wright and Gilligan (2023) noted that this species is very
similar to <i>N. culminana</i>, but the latter typically has a much better developed sub-basal band that often extends across the entire
wing.

DISTRIBUTION: Wright and Gilligan (2023) identified specimens from Connecticut, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, New York, western
North Carolina, Ohio and Washington DC.   INaturalist also has records from northern Alabama and Missouri. As of 2024, we have only
three records, including two from lower-elevation sites in the Blue Ridge and one from the eastern Piedmont.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Wright and Gilligan (2023) identified specimens from throughout the range during the months of May, June,
August and September. As of 2024, our very limited records are from early-August through mid-September.

HABITAT: The preferred habitats are poorly documented. Two of records are from residential settings, while the third was from a more
natural woodland setting.

FOOD: The host plants are undocumented.  The closely related <i>N. culminana</i> is a leaftier that feeds of roses and apples, which
suggest that <i>N. lobana</i> uses members of the Rosaceae as hosts.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults occasionally visit lights. Host use in North Carolina is undocumented and in need of study.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR[S2S3]

STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: This species appears to be rare in North Carolina where it is near the southern limit of its range in the eastern U.S. More
information is needed on its host plants, distribution and abundance before we can accurately assess its conservation status within the state.

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

Tortricidae
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