Gypsonoma fasciolana Willow-and-poplar Leafroller Moth
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Tortricidae SUBFAMILY: Olethreutinae  TRIBE: Eucosmini
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Forbes (1923)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following description is based in part on that of Forbes (1923). The head, antenna, palps, and thorax are medium
to dark brown. The ground color of the wing is white and often shaded with gray towards the outer margin, with a few black scales in
the position of the speculum. The ground has three large dark brown to brownish-black marks, one of which is a conspicuous dark base
that covers about one-fourth of the wing and contrasts sharply with the adjoining white interfascial region. The broadly wavy outer edge
projects obliquely outward from the costa and has an outward bulge close to the middle. A broad fascia of the same color extends
obliquely from the middle of costa and runs roughly parallel to the dark base. It terminates before the anal angle and has a wavy outer
margin. The subterminal region has a thin, elongated patch of dark brown to blackish scales that runs along the outer margin from near
the anal angle towards the apex, where it frequently curves inwardly and terminating before reaching the costa. A dark eyespot is present
at the apex, and the costa has a series of dark strigulae that are most obvious in the interfascial areas. The cilia are grayish brown with a
thin, lighter basal line. The hindwing is light grayish-brown with cilia that are similar in color and patterning to the forewing cilia.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Gypsonoma fasciolana</i> is primarily found at northern latitudes, with the range extending from New
Brunswick westward to British Columbia, then into adjoining areas of the US in Washington and Montana. In the eastern US it occurs
from Maine and other New England states southward to Connecticut and New York, and westward through the Great Lakes region to
Minnesota. A southern disjunct population occurs on Clingman's Dome in the Smokies, and as of 2022 constitutes our only site record
for North Carolina.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been observed from April-July in different areas of the range, with one late-season record in
October. Many local populations appear to be univoltine, with a seasonal peak in activity during May and June. As of 2022 our two

records for North Carolina were both from June.

HABITAT: The disjunct population on Clingman's Dome in the Smokies is associated with spruce-fir forest and early successional
habitats.

FOOD: The primary hosts are members of the Salicaceae, including willows (<i>Salix</i> spp.), Balsam Poplar (<i>Populus
balsamifera</i>), and Quaking Aspen (<i>P. tremuloides</i>; Prentice 1966). There is also one recorded use of a blueberry (<i>
Vaccinium</i> sp.) that seems questionable (Robinson et al., 2010).

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights and in North Carolina are likely restricted to high-elevations sites.
NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S1]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: The population on Clingman's Dome in the Smokies comprises a major southern disjunct for this northern species and is
protected.
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