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Pseudexentera unidentified species No common name
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FAMILY: Tortricidae  SUBFAMILY: Olethreutinac ~ TRIBE: Eucosmini

TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: The genus <i>Pseudexentera</i> currently has 19 recognized species that are found primarily in
North and Central America, with 17 recognized species in the US. They are typically found in forested settings and most fly very
early in the year. Many are challenging to identify, particularly the species with fasciate forewing patterns that often show
substantial intraspecific variation in patterning and have slight differences in genitalia (Miller, 1968; Gilligan et al., 2008). There
has been a long history of misidentified species in the group (Miller, 1968) and there is still much confusion about external traits
that are useful in sorting out certain closely related forms. DNA barcoding has not proven to be particularly useful in sorting out
species since recognized species often have two or more BINS that contain multiple species names. This likely reflects weak
genetic differentiation between certain forms and the large numbers of misidentified specimens in collections. Miller (1968)
conducted a taxonomic revision and reviewed all of the recognized species in North America, but did not provide detailed
descriptions of external coloration, patterning, or intraspecific variation within species. Here, we treat our assignment of the
fasciate specimens to species as provisional since they are based on images or pinned specimens that have not been barcoded or
dissected to examine genitalia. Even with the latter, specimens cannot always be confidently assigned to species.
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