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• = Not seen since 20052 - Cumberland - 2025-05-09
1 - Onslow - 2020-08-23
1 - Cabarrus - 2021-07-12

High counts of:

NC counties: 7

Obsolete-banded Leafroller MothChoristoneura obsoletana
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tortricidae     SUBFAMILY: Tortricinae     TRIBE: Archipini
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: Species of <i>Choristoneura</i> are Holarctic in distribution and occur mostly in the northern half
and boreal regions of North America, the British Isles, Europe and northern Asia.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Forbes (1923); Freeman (1958)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following is based primarily on descriptions by Forbes (1923) and Freeman (1958). The head, palps, antennae,
and thorax of the males are pale fawn, while the ground color of the forewing is pale fawn with slightly darker reticulations
throughout. The forewing has very limited reddish-brown markings, with the dark basal patch that is present on some <i>
Choristoneura</i> missing or obsolete. A small, triangular, subapical patch is usually present but is rather faint. A posteriorly oblique
median band is present that extends from the costa to the inner margin, but the central region is obsolete, with distinct dark markings
only present on the costa and near the inner margin. The hindwing can be either entirely sordid white, entirely light fuscous, or
fuscous on the posterior half and whitish anteriorly and apically. The fringes of all wings are pale and shining. Females are similar
but with a darker reddish-brown ground and purplish-black maculations. The forewing of males lack a costal fold and have a convex
rather than sinuous costal and outer margin (Forbes, 1923).

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Choristoneura obsoletana</i> is primarily found in the eastern US, but scattered populations have also been
found in the central Rockies, and in Nevada, Utah, California and Oregon. In the East, the range extends from Maine southward to
southern Florida and westward to central Texas, central Oklahoma, central Kansas, Iowa, and Minnesota. As of 2022, we have only
three scattered records from the Coastal Plain and eastern Piedmont.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been observed from April through December in Florida and from April through October
elsewhere, with a seasonal peak typically from June through August.  As of 2022, our limited records are from July and August.

HABITAT: Local populations can be found in both forested settings and open habitats such as old fields, pine woodlands, and
powerline corridors.

FOOD: The larvae are polyphagous and feed on a taxonomically diverse group of herbaceous and woody species (Freeman, 1958;
Ferguson, 1975; Heppner, 2007; MacKay, 1962; Robinson et al., 2010). The known hosts include Celery (<i>Apium graveolens</i>),
Black Chokeberry (<i>Aronia melanocarpa</i>), Common Pawpaw (<i>Asimina triloba</i>), Sensitive Pea (<i>Chamaecrista</i>),
Leatherleaf (<i>Chamaedaphne calyculata</i>), strawberries (<i>Fragaria</i>), huckleberries (<i>Gaylussacia</i>), Sericea
Lespedeza (<i>Lespedeza cuneata</i>), blackberries (<i>Rubus</i>), sennas (<i>Senna</i>), and cattails (<i>Typha</i>).

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights. We need information on host use and the preferred habitats in North
Carolina.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S2S3]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This species appears to be rare in North Carolina, but more information is needed on host use, preferred habitats,
distribution and abundance before we can assess its conservation status. 
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