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Choristoneura argentifasciata None
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Tortricidae ~ SUBFAMILY: Tortricinae ~ TRIBE: Archipini
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Heppner (1989)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: This species is a strikingly patterned tortricid and the most colorful of our <i>Choristoneura</i>. The following
description is based on the original description by Heppner (1989). The vertex, frons, antennae, and thorax vary from brownish to
light brownish yellow. The thorax and the ground color of the forewing are dark orangish-brown, with the latter overlain with a
series of silvery-white and orangish-white markings. The most prominent are two silvery-white bands that begin along the costa at
one-third and two-thirds and angle posteriorly before terminating near the middle of the wing. Another white band extends
longitudinally from the middle of the wing base and terminates at about one-fourth the wing length. Three or four relatively short
white costal dashes are present on the apical third. The remainder of the marks are a series of dull orangish-white lines, including
one along the inner margin and a second parallel to it that run along the basal three-fourths of the wing, two smaller longitudinal
ones in the middle of the wing just beyond one-half, and a series of two or three transverse lines on the apical third. The fringe is
orange-buff. The hindwing is brown and sometimes has some orange near the apex and white along the anal margin.

DISTRIBUTION: This species is found throughout all of Florida and along the Gulf coast region to as far west as southeastern
Texas. A few scattered records are known from north of Florida to as far as North Carolina. There appears to be one disjunct in
northern Mississippi. As of 2022, all of our records are from Craven County near the coast.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults fly from March through September, with a seasonal peak typically in May through August. As
of 2022, we have only five records that extend from early June through late-July.

HABITAT: Local populations are found in coastal forests, but the specific habitat preferences are poorly documented. Heppner
(1989) noted that specimens are often collected near Bald Cypress and surmised that it might be a possible host.

FOOD: The hosts are undocumented.

OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.
NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S1S2]
STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: This species reaches its northern limit in North Carolina where it is known from a single county and appears to be
rare.

March 2026 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1



