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Archips fervidana Oak Webworm Moth
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Tortricidae ~ SUBFAMILY: Tortricinae ~ TRIBE: Archipini
TAXONOMIC _COMMENTS: <i>Archips</i> is a large genus with species occurring worldwide. Most are found in Holarctic and
temperate regions and they are well-represented in the Old World. North America has 26 species, including a few that are introduced.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Covell (1984); Beadle and Leckie (2012)
ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Clemens (1860); Forbs (1923)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following is based in part on the descriptions by Clemens (1860) and Forbs (1923). The palps, antennae, head and
thorax vary from brownish-yellow to yellowish-brown. The forewing ground varies from brownish-yellow to yellowish-brown and is
overlain by a series of darker patches or bands that vary from reddish-brown to dark brown or brownish-black. A variably expressed basal
patch is present that may be faint or well expressed, and often with lighter yellowish-brown mottling. The median area has two dark
brownish-black patches, one on the costa and the second near the middle of the wing and slightly posteriorly to the costal patch.
Immediately adjoining the costal patch is a fainter band of reddish brown that extends to the inner margin. A second brownish-black costal
patch is present in the subapical region at about four-fifths that connects to a slightly lighter band that continues to the tornus and fills
much of the apical third of the wing. The costal region between the median and subapical patches is yellowish-white to cream-colored and
lighter than the general ground color. The hindwing is gray to grayish-brown with a paler fringe and slightly darker basal line.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Archips fervidana</i> is found in the eastern US and in portions of southern Canada (British Columbia;
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia). In the US the range extends from Maine westward through the
Great Lakes region to Minnesota and North Dakota, and southward through the Appalachian region to western North Carolina and eastern
Tennessee. As of 2023, all of our records are from the Blue Ridge.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been observed from May through September in different areas of the range, with a seasonal peak
typically in July. As of 2023, our records extend from early July through early August.

HABITAT: Local populations are associated with mesic to dry hardwood forests that support oaks.

FOOD: Oaks appear to be the most important hosts, but other species of trees such as poplars, cherries, and hickories are also used
(Craighead et al., 1950; Freeman, 1958; Schaffner, 1959; MacKay, 1962; Prentice, 1966; Baker, 1972; Brown et al., 2008). The reported
hosts include hickories (<i>Carya</i> spp.), Quaking Aspen (<i>Populus tremuloides</i>), Choke Cherry (<i>Prunus virginiana</i>),
White Oak (<i>Quercus alba</i>), Scarlet Oak (<i>Q. coccinea</i>), Bear Oak (<i>Q. ilicifolia</i>), Bur Oak (<i>Q. macrocarpa</i>),
Pin Oak (<i>Q. palustris</i>), Northern Red Oak (<i>Q. rubra</i>), and Black Oak (<i>Q. velutina</i>). In North Carolina, larvae have
been observed feeding on Northern Red Oak.

OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights and the nests can be found on oaks and other hosts.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S2-S4]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This species reaches its southern limits in the southern Appalachians and appears to be uncommon in the state. More
information is needed on its distribution, abundance, and host use within the state before we can accurately assess its conservation status.
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