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Gray ArchipsArchips grisea
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Tortricidae     SUBFAMILY: Tortricinae     TRIBE: Archipini
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: <i>Archips</i> is a large genus with species occurring worldwide. Most are found in  Holarctic and temperate regions and they
are well-represented in the Old World. North America has 26 species, including a few that are introduced.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Freeman (1958)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: This species is sexually dimorphic, with the females larger and with many of the darker markings on the male forewing obsolete or missing.
The following is based mostly of the descriptions by Forbes (1923) and Freeman (1958). For males, the head, palps, and thorax are grayish to pinkish-gray. The
ground color of the forewing is dull pinkish white to grayish white with a heavy dull gray overwash that produces an overall gray appearance. The forewing
ground is overlain by several darker marks that are margined with light gray. The first is a short, posteriorly oblique, dark-brown or blackish spur that extends
from near the base of the inner margin to the middle of the wing at the basal one-third. Just beyond the tip of the spur there is a curved or irregularly shaped
median band that begins inward from the costa and slants posteriorly to the inner margin. The band is noticeably darker on the anterior third or half and
frequently has a narrow, curved, dark spur that projects posteriorly. Beyond the median band is a distinct, dark brown, semi-oval costal patch with a tiny dark
spot immediately behind it. The final mark is a narrow, dark-brown, curved streak that extends from near the tornus towards the semi-oval costal patch. It
terminates before reaching the patch. The apical fifth of the wing is light gray and has a series of fine dark striations that are often more prominent towards the
apex. The fringe is gray, and the hindwing is uniformly fuscous with a whitish fringe and dark basal line.

The females are generally similar in being grayish overall, but the darker marks of the forewing are mostly obsolete or missing. The spur at the wing base is
missing and the median band is replaced by a short, interrupted, posteriorly oblique band that terminates near the middle of the wing. The band is often
represented by two squarish or rectangular marks that are separated by a gap -- with one on the costa and the second inward from the first. The subapical costal
patch is similar to that of the male, and the curved streak that extends from near the tornus is often missing. The male markings are similar to those of <i>A.
magnoliana</i>, but the forewing is grayish overall versus being reddish tan to reddish brown in <i>A. magnoliana</i>. The males of both species have a
prominent costal fold along the basal third of the wing, with that of <i>A. magnoliana</i> being salmon-colored versus dull gray in <i>A. grisea</i>. In
addition, <i>A. magnoliana</i> has a well-defined black, triangular patch at the apex that is missing or poorly defined in <i>A. grisea</i>

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Archips grisea</i> occurs throughout most of the eastern US and in adjoining areas in Ontario and Quebec. In the US the range extends
from Maine to central Florida and westward to central Texas, central Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota. In North Carolina this species occurs
statewide or essentially so.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been observed from March through August in different areas of the range, with the great majority flying from April
through July. As of 2023, our records extend from late April through early June in the Coastal Plain and Piedmont. Our two Blue Ridge records are from late
May and early June.

HABITAT: Local populations are generally associated with hardwood or mix conifer-hardwood forests. We have records from bottomland and mesic forests
and semi-wooded residential neighborhoods.

FOOD: The larvae are polyphagous (Forbes, 1923; Freeman, 1958; Wagner et al., 1995; Brown et al., 2008; Robinson et al., 2010), with oaks perhaps being the
most important hosts. The reported hosts include hickories (<i>Carya</i>), hawthorns (<i>Crataegus</i>), domesticated apples (<i>Malus domestica</i>),
Mexican Plum (<i>Prunus mexicana</i>), pears (<i>Pyrus</i>), Scarlet Oak (<i>Quercus coccinea</i>), Northern Red Oak (<i>Q. rubra</i>), and
coneflowers (<i>Rudbeckia</i>). We do not have any feeding records in North Carolina.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S4S5]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This species appears to be somewhat common in the state, but more information is needed on its host use, distribution and abundance before we
can accurately assess its conservation status.  
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Tortricidae
 

March 2025 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1


