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Tinea mandarinella Mandarin Tinea
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Tineidae = SUBFAMILY: Tineinaec  TRIBE: [Tineini]
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Leckie and Beadle, 2018

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Dietz (1905) and Forbes (1923)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following descrition is primarily based on Dietz (1905) and Forbes (1923). The head and tuft are pale
yellowish and the antenna fuscous. The labial palps are pale yellowish white and tinged with fuscous beneath. The thorax is
grayish fuscous to pale yellowish and the tegula deep brown. The forewing is two-toned, with most being dark brown or fuscous
with scattered yellowish scales. This contrast with a light yellow, sinuous, longitudinal streak that extends along the inner margin
to about three-fifths its length (sometimes extending all the way to the fringe). The streak extends inward to about one-third the
wing depth and is often sprinkled with dark brown scales. At about one-third and two-thirds, the dark portion projects into the
yellow streak as a semi-circular spot or dark scalloped region. There is a yellow spot or blotch on the costa just before the apex.
The cilia are pale yellow, with the basal part concolorous with the wing. The hindwing is light brown and unicolorous. The legs are
yellowish and dusted with fuscous, with the tarsal joints spotted with fuscous. The abdomen is fuscous above and paler at the base.
Specimens are variable in terms of the degree to which the yellow longitudinal streak continues along the inner margin. On some
specimens the streak continues to the fringe and may even fuse with or fade into the yellow costal blotch. <i>Monopis
crocicapitella</i> is very similar, but lacks the sub-apical costal blotch and has a semi-hyaline discal spot at the middle of the
wing.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Tinea mandarinella</i> is found in the eastern US from Maine southward to Florida, and westward to
Illinois, Oklahoma, and eastern Texas.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Adults are active year-round in Florida, and from April through October in other areas of the range. As of
2020, we have records from mid-April through July. Local populations in North Carolina are univoltine, with seasonal peaks in
April and May.

HABITAT: The habitats are poorly documented. We have many records from semi-wooded residential neighborhoods, as well as a
few from more natural forested sites. The larvae are probably scavengers or detritivores and do not show strong preferences for
particular habitat types.

FOOD: The hosts are unknown. This species is very likely a detritivore, scavenger, or fungivore like many other <i>Tinea</i>
species.

OBSERVATION_ METHODS: The adults visit lights occasionally.
NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU
STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: As of 2020, we have only a few site records for this species. Additional information on its distribution and
abundance is needed to assess its conservation status.

March 2025 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1



