Monopis marginistrigella 'White-blotched Monopis
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Tineidae = SUBFAMILY: Tineinaec  TRIBE: [Tineini]
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: (Leckie and Beadle (2018)
ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Forbes (1923)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The head and head tuft are pale yellowish to yellowish white, and the labial palp yellowish white with brown
underneath.

The antenna is light brown to brownish yellow above with dark brown annulations. The thorax is dark brown above. The ground
color of the forewing is dark brown to blackish and speckled with varying levels of whitish or pale yellow scales. There are two
large diffuse patches of whitish scales. The first is mid-way along the costa and extends to near the middle of the wing where a
semi-translucent spot is sometimes evident. The second is along the inner margin near the anal angle where the patch extends both
into the adjoining dorsal fringe and to about one-third the depth of the wing. The costa has a series of alternating light and dark
spots or blotches that are rather obscure before the mid-wing and more pronounced towards the apex. They continue around the
apex and termen into the base of the fringe, then terminate at the whitish patch near the anal angle. The hindwing is uniformly
brown grayish white with a wide fringe, and the legs have alternate white and dark brown to blackish bands.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Monopis marginistrigella</i> is found in eastern North America in southern Ontario and Quebec, and
throughout much of the eastern US. The range in the US extends from the New England states westward to Minnesota, Illinois and
Arkansas, and southward to Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and South Carolina. Populations are undocumented in the Piedmont
and Coastal Plain of Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. As of 2023, our records are from lower to higher elevations in
the Blue Ridge Mountains, and at one recently discovered site in the eastern Piedmont.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Adults have been recorded from April through October outside of North Carolina, with most occurring
from May through August. As of 2023, we have records from mid-May through late-October, with populations showing evidence
of having multiple broods.

HABITAT: This species is very likely a scavenger or detritivore and is not strongly affiliated with a particular habitat type.

FOOD: The larvae are presumably detritivores, as are closely related species, but the larvae have yet to be discovered.
OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: We currently do not have sufficient information on this species to assess its conservation status.
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