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High counts of:

NC counties: 3

No common nameZamopsyche commentella
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Psychidae     SUBFAMILY: Psychinae     TRIBE: [Psychini]
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: The family Psychidae contains as many as 1,350 species that are found worldwide. The females of
many species are flightless, and the larvae of all species live in constructed cases or bags, hence the name bagworms. <i>
Zamopsyche</i> is a monotypic genus that is restricted to the eastern US.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS: MPG
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Davis (1964)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The male has somewhat broad, rounded wings and broadly bipectinate antennae that have 19-20 segments. The
head, thorax, abdomen and wings are all uniform fuscous (Davis, 1964). The scales are evenly distributed over the wing, and those
of the cell in the forewing are very slender and almost hairlike. The fore tibia has a long spine (epiphysis), the middle tibia lacks an
apical spur, and the posterior tibia is unarmed. The forewing usually has 11 veins, but in rare instances only 10. The wingless
females are vermiform, with the legs and all other external appendages vestigial.  They live in smooth, granulose silk cases that are
11-15 mm long and covered with tiny particles of sand, lichens and other debris (Davis, 1964). The males closely resembles those
of <i>Prochalia pygmaea</i>, which has 12 veins in the forewing versus 11 in <i>Zamopsyche commentella</i>. The males also
lack an apical spur on the middle tibia as seen in <i>Prochalia pygmaea</i>.  Davis (1964) noted that the wings of <i>Prochalia
pygmaea</i> are broader and usually shorter than those of <i>Z. commentella</i>, while the discal scales of the forewing are
relatively broad and oblanceolate with acute apices, versus slender and hairlike in <i>Zamopsyche commentella</i>.

DISTRIBUTION: The range extends from Mississippi eastward to Florida, then northward along the coast to as far north as
Delaware. MPG shows specimens from West Virginia and Kentucky that are unverified.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The few records that are available for adults are from January, June, September and October, with most
from the latter two.  Our one record for a male is from mid-October.

HABITAT: The larvae feed on lichens on tree trunks and limbs.  Populations north of Florida are all from coastal areas, suggesting
that this species cannot tolerate extreme cold.

FOOD: The larvae feed on lichens (Davis, 1964) and have been found on the bark of apples (<i>Pyrus malus</i>), elms (<i>
Ulmus</i> spp.), oaks (<i>Quercus</i> spp.), and Royal Palm (<i>Roystonea regia</i>).

OBSERVATION_METHODS:

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This is a seemingly rare species outside of Florida, but more detailed information is needed on its distribution and
abundance before we can assess its conservation status. 
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