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High counts of:

NC counties: 3

Glover's Bagworm MothCryptothelea gloverii
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Psychidae     SUBFAMILY: Psychinae     TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: The family Psychidae contains as many as 1,350 species that are found worldwide. The females of
many species are flightless, and the larvae of all species live in constructed cases or bags, hence the name bagworms. The genus <
i>Cryptothelea</i> contains 28 species  that are found worldwide, primarily in temperate and subtropical regions. There are two
species in North America.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Covell (1984)
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Davis (1964)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The male has broad, rounded wings and pectinate antennae that have 22-24 segments. The head, thorax,
abdomen and wings are all uniformly dark to brownish fuscous (Davis, 1964). The pectinations on the antenna are rather stout and
blunt. They have scattered hairs that are slightly appressed, short, and approximately equal in length to the diameter of the
pectinations from which they arise.  The discal scales are mostly elongate and narrowly oblanceolate with sharply acute apices.
The wingless females are whitish and live in cases that are 14-18 mm long and 5-6 mm wide.  They are composed of silk and are
either bare, or ornamented with fragments of insect scales, bark, fruit rinds, leaves, and other debris. Davis (1964) noted that the
short, somewhat appressed, antennal sensory hairs of <i>C. gloverii</i> cause the antenna to have a somewhat "stubby"
appearance that is apparently a unique feature among New World psychids.  <i>Cryptothelea nigrita</i> is a similar species and
can be separated by the antennal pectinations which have sensory hairs that are erect and 1.5-2X the diameter of the pectinations
on which they are borne. This is a more southern form that has yet to be discovered in North Carolina.

DISTRIBUTION: Davis (1964) reported that this species is widely distributed through the Atlantic and Gulf Coastal Plain, from
South Carolina south to the Central American Ranges of Guatemala and Honduras. As of 2020, we have records from three sites in
North Carolina at the northern limit of this species range.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults can be found year-round in Florida (Heppner, 2003) bur mostly from May to October elsewhere.
As of 2020, our records span from late May through early August.

HABITAT:

FOOD: The larvae feed on scale insects (Villanueva et al., 2005) as well as a wide variety of plant taxa. The known plant genera
that serve as hosts include <i>Acacia</i>, <i>Achillea</i>, <i>Carya</i>, <i>Celtis</i>, <i>Citrus</i>, <i>Crataegus</i>, <i>
Diospyros</i> (include <i>Diospyros virginiana</i>), <i>Erythrina</i>, <i>Parkinsonia</i>, <i>Persea</i>, <i>Prosopis</i>, <i>
Psidium</i>, <i>Quercus</i>,  <i>Rosa</i>, <i>Spondias</i> and several other genera (Davis, 1964, Heppner, 2003).

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults occasionally visit lights, and the larvae and cases can be found on the host species.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: We currently do not have sufficient information on the distribution and abundance of this species to assess its
conservation status. 
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