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Glaphyria basiflavalis Basal-dash Glaphyria Moth
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Crambidae SUBFAMILY: Glaphyriinae TRIBE:

TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: The genus <i>Glaphyria</i> contains nine described species that are found in the New World from
Canada southward to Brazil. The U.S. has seven species, with six occurring in North Carolina. They are all small moths that
characteristically posture with the forelegs projecting forward. The larval life histories of all of our species are undocumented.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Barnes and McDunnough 1913; Munroe, 1972
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: <i>Glaphyria basiflavalis</i> has rather complex patterning, with the forewing variegated with whitish gray or
whitish buff and shades of gray, ferrugineous and fuscous. Nonetheless, this species can be readily identified by the broad, pale-
yellow dash that projects from the base of the wing to the antemedial line (Barnes and McDunnough 1913; Munroe, 1972). The
palps are white and ringed with yellow-brown, while the thorax is white and sprinkled with yellow. The forewing ground is white,
but is heavily shaded with shades of brown. A broad, pale-yellow dash is present from the base of the wing to the antemedial line
through the fold, with the area between the antemedial line and base of the dash heavily shaded with smoky brown coloration. The
postmedial line is bent outwards around the cell and is followed on the costa by light brown shading which tends to deepen and
form a quadrate spot opposite the cell. There are oblique whitish subapical streaks on the costa, and there are two white triangular
patches on the terminal border, one below the apex, the other above the fold. The fringe is brownish and slightly cut by white. The
hindwing is gray and the basal half of the fringe is brown with the outer portion whitish and slightly sprinkled with brown scales.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Glaphyria basiflavalis</i> has southern affinities and is found in the U.S. from southeastern Texas eastward
through Louisiana, southern Mississippi, central and southern Alabama, central and southern Georgia and all of Florida. As of

2023, we have a single site record from Onslow County with multiple records from the site.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults fly year-round in Florida. Elsewhere they tend to have a bimodal pattern with a peak in April
and May, and another in July through October. As of 2023, we have records for May, June and August.

HABITAT: The preferred habitats are largely undocumented. Our one site record is from a residential neighborhood along the
coast.

FOOD: The host plants, if any, are undocumented.
OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.
NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S1-S3]
STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: We have a single site record as of 2023 that appears to be a disjunct and represents the most northern known
population within the range.

March 2024 The Moths of North Carolina - Early Draft 1



