Bucculatrix inusitata None
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Bucculatricidae SUBFAMILY: TRIBE:

TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: <i>Bucculatrix</i> is a large genus of small leaf-mining moths, with around 300 species worldwide. A total
of 103 Nearctic species have been described, and many others will likely be described in the future. Braun (1963) covered 99 species in her
monograph, and four additional Nearctic species have been described since then.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Braun (1963)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: Braun's (1963) monograph on North American species of <i>Bucculatrix</i> remains the authoritative work on this group.
The following is based on her study of specimens from throughout the range of this species. The head is white and the tuft may have a few
brownish hairs. The antennal eye-cap is white, while the stalk is pale grayish ocherous and darker towards the tip. The thorax is white. The
ground of the forewing is lustrous white and the markings ocherous. From just beyond the base to one-third the wing length, there is a pale
longitudinal streak that is often faint or absent. Beginning at the basal third of the costa, there is an oblique streak that curves outward below
the costa and narrows. It usually meets a second oblique costal streak behind it. This streak also narrows before extending as a narrow line to a
small group of black-tipped raised scales on the termen near the tornus. At two-thirds, there is an irregular spot of variable size, with dark-
tipped scales. These often encroach upon a triangular white area immediately before the apex and partially in the cilia. This triangular area
extends across the wing to the group of dark-tipped raised scales near the tornus. Along its outer margin the smooth lustrous white scales of
the general ground color form a narrow, almost irridescent bar lying alongside of the black-tipped scales which margin the termen. A second
line of scales is present in the cilia, which are white before the apex, fuscous tinged opposite the apex, and white at the tornus. Their dark tips
are at about the basal third of the cilia and curve inward near the apex toward the terminal line of black-tipped scales. From the middle of the
dorsum there is a more or less distinct oblique streak that curves to the middle of the wing. The hindwings and cilia are grayish ocherous,
while the legs are dull ocherous and shaded with fuscous. Braun (1963) notes that the best distinguishing wing characters of this species are
the pure white triangular costal area before the apex, and the narrow lustrous white bar along the termen. The latter stands out sharply when
light strikes it at an angle.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Bucculatrix inusitata</i> is primarily found in the northeastern US and adjoining areas of Canada. Braun (1963)
documented specimens from Quebec, Ontario, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. MPG shows one record from
Indiana. As of 2021, we have a single record from a high elevation site in Avery Co.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults fly during May, June and July in areas outside of North Carolina. Our one record as of 2021 is from 8 June.
HABITAT: The hosts are unknown and the habitat requirements are undocumented.

FOOD: There is one record of this species being raised from Common Juniper (<i>Juniperus communis</i>) based on a museum label, but
Braun (1963) questioned the validity of this since this species belongs to a group of <i>Bucculatrix</i> that are either stem borers or gall
formers on composites.

OBSERVATION METHODS: The adults appear to rarely visit lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SNR [S17?]

STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: As of 2021 we currently have only one record for the state. Additional data are needed on the distribution and abundance of
this species before we can assess its conservation status.
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