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• = Not seen since 20068 - Beaufort - 2025-09-06
3 - Buncombe - 2019-08-16
2 - Buncombe - 2019-08-28

High counts of:

NC counties: 3

NoneLeptosteges vestaliella
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Crambidae     SUBFAMILY: Schoenobiinae     TRIBE: [Schoenobiini]
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: This species has pure-white wings that are unmarked except for a small brownish to blackish subcostal spot on
the forewing at about two-thirds the wing length; the spot is often missing on specimens. The head, antennae, thorax, abdomen and
hindwings are also white. The fringe on all wings is white and well-developed, and the forward-projecting palps are clay-yellow
and contrast with the other body parts.  The forelegs are noticeably darker than the other legs.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Leptosteges vestaliella</i> is primarily found in the southern U.S., with the range extending from central
Kansas southward to central Oklahoma and eastern Texas, then eastward to Alabama and Florida. A few scattered records occur
farther north into South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania and Vermont, many of which may reflect vagrants. There
is also records from southern Arizona. As of 2023 we have only two site records, including a historical record from Guilford
County, and recent records from a residential site in Buncombe County where eight specimens have been collected from what is
assumed to be a breeding population.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been observed from May through October in different areas of the range. As of 2023, all of
our records are from a brief period in August.

HABITAT: Our one site with an apparent breeding population has a mixture of habitats such as pastures, mesic hardwood slopes,
and willow and alder thickets.

FOOD: The hosts are apparently undocumented.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults come to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S1S3]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: David Heavner has collected this species on several occasions at a site in Buncombe County which strongly
suggests that a breeding population is in North Carolina. More information is needed on this species preferred habitats and host
plants before we can accurately assess its conservation status.   
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