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High counts of:

NC counties: 14

Beautiful Grass-veneerCrambus satrapellus
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Crambidae     SUBFAMILY: Crambinae     TRIBE: Crambini
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: The genus <i>Crambus</i> includes around 155 species that are distributed globally. Some of the
species are significant pests that can cause damage to agricultural crops, lawns and rangelands. This is one of 41 species in this genus
that occur in North America north of Mexico (Pohl and Nanz, 2023), and one of fifteen species that occur in North Carolina.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Fernald (1896)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: This is one of the more distinctive silver-striped species of <i>Crambus</i>. The palps and the head vary from
yellowish gray to gray, and the thorax and ground color of the forewings is golden yellow, with the area along the costa darker than the
remainder of the ground color (Fernald, 1896). The silvery white stripe on the forewing gradually widens from the wing base to around
four-fifths the wing length, then narrows to a sharp point at the subterminal line. A prominent tooth extends off of the dorsal margin
about mid-way along its length and tapers to a fine point as it projects towards the anal angle. A separate spindle-shaped white spot is
present between the costa and the tapered tip of the white stripe at around four-fifths the wing length. The apex has a short white streak.
The post terminal line runs from the costa towards the outer margin, then angles back to run more or less parallel to the outer margin to
the sub-tornal region. The area between it and the dark-brown terminal line is pale gray with darker reddish-brown striations, and has
four or five black dashes that are on the dorsal two-thirds of the wing. The fringe is dull gray, and the hindwing is pale ashy gray with a
slightly lighter fringe. This species is easily distinguished by the long, slender tooth that comes off of the white stripe, and the spindle-
shaped white spot near the tip of the stripe.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Crambus satrapellus</i> is found in the eastern U.S. as two isolated groups. The first is in the Great Lakes region
in southern Michigan and northern Ohio, and the second centered in the Southeast from New York and New Jersey southward to
southern Florida, then westward along the Gulf Coast region to southeastern Texas. There also are scattered records in Arkansas,
Kentucky, western Tennessee and northern Alabama. As of 2023, all but one of our records (Mecklenburg Co.) is from the southern
Coastal Plain, including the Sandhills and maritime and coastal sites.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults fly year-round or nearly so in Florida, Louisiana and Georgia, and from April through September in
the northern part of the range. As of 2023, our records range from late-March through mid-November. Populations in the Coastal Plain
are multivoltine, which appears to be the case in most areas of the range.

HABITAT: Most of our records are from sandy habitats that are often in or near the margins of small lakes and shallow ponds, seepage
slopes and headwater streams.

FOOD: The host plants are undocumented, but probably are graminoids that grow in close proximity to bodies of water.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults come to lights. They can also can be flushed from or observed on low-growing vegetation.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR [S2-S3]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This species can be locally common in the vicinity of wetlands, but is generally uncommon within the state. Additional
information is needed on its habitat requirements, hosts and larval life history before we can accurately assess its conservation status
within North Carolina.

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global
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