Microcrambus biguttellus Gold-stripe Grass-veneer Moth
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/ 11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Crambidae = SUBFAMILY: Crambinae = TRIBE: Crambini
TAXONOMIC _COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Beadle and Leckie (2012)
ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: The following is based on Forbes (1920) original description. The antennae are light fuscous, the head and thorax are
white, and the labial palps are white above and fuscous on the lower sides. The forelegs are mostly fuscous, while the middle and hindlegs
are mostly white. The forewing is notched along the outer margin about a third of the way from the apex. The ground color is silvery white
and the base of the costa has a faint, pale yellowish-brown wash. The ground color is overlain with light dull-yellow to yellowish-brown
lines. These include a postmedian line that slants outward from just beyond the middle of the costa to the end of the cell. It then acutely
angles backwards and passes through two prominent black spots, with one near the middle of the wing, and the second more basal and near
the inner margin. The portion that passes through the spots is often faint or broken, and the more basal spot is lightly edged with ocherous.
The subterminal line that follows runs from the costa parallel to the postmedial line, then angles to run parallel to the outer margin until it
reaches the anal angle. Two short, parallel lines trisect the space between the subterminal line and the apex, but fade out to leave a narrow
continuous white margin. The terminal line is fine and black at the costa only, and faintly continues to the notch. There are three black dots
just beyond the notch, with the middle one often faint. The fringe is mostly whitish on the apical portion before the notch, and lead-gray
from there to the anal angle where it shades again into white. The hindwing is yellowish-white with a pure white fringe. This species is
sometimes confused with <i>Crambus albellus</i>, but the latter lacks the two black spots in the middle of the forewing.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Microcrambus biguttellus</i> is found in the West Indies, the eastern U.S. and in adjoining areas of southern Canada
(Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec). In the U.S. the range extends from Maine to southern Florida, and westward to eastern Texas, eastern
Oklahoma, eastern Kansas, eastern Nebraska and Minnesota. This species occurs statewide in North Carolina, but is relatively uncommon
in the Coastal Plain.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults fly year-round in Florida and mostly from July through September in the northernmost regions of the
range. In most areas of the U.S. the peak months are June through September. As of 2023, our records range from late-March through late-
October. Populations in North Carolina appear to be multivoltine, except for the high mountains where there may be only one brood
annually.

HABITAT: Based on observations mostly made in the northern portion of the range, Klots (1968) reported that this species appears to be
very local and largely limited to very wet, acid environments, and often in association with Northern White Cedar (<i>Thuya
occidentalis</i>) and Atlantic White Cedar (<i>Chamaecyparis thyoides</i>). The habitats used in North Carolina are much more diverse
and range from high elevation fens and pastures to dry-xeric sandhills. Both natural habitats and residential neighborhoods are used.
FOOD: The hosts are undocumented.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR S4S5

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This is a relatively common species that is widely distributed within the state and appears to be secure.
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