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High counts of:

NC counties: 2

No common nameThaumatopsis solutellus
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Crambidae     SUBFAMILY: Crambinae     TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Kearfott (1903)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS: <i>Thaumatopsis solutellus</i> is distinguished from similar crambids by its pectinate antennae and warm-
brown forewing with a longitudinal white stripe that is widest at the base and tapers to a point beyond the middle of the wing. The
following description is based in part on the of Kearfott (1903). The head and thorax -- along with the long, pointed, and forward-
projecting palps -- have a varying mixture of light-brown, dark brown or cream-colored scales that are long and erect. The dark-
brown antenna is pectinate and encircled by a ring of cream-colored scales at the base. The forewing is brown to tannish-brown
and conspicuously marked with a white longitudinal stripe that begins at the wing base and gradually narrows and fades away at
around one-half to three-fifths the wing length. Small patches of dark-brown scales, along with a few embedded white scales, are
often present on the basal two-thirds of the wing below the inner margin, but are often concealed on resting individuals. A dusting
of darker scales is also often evident between the white stripe and the costa. A line of dark dots is usually evident along the outer
margin, and the fringe is short and more-or-less concolorous with the ground color of the wing. The hindwing is dark brown with a
lighter fringe and a narrow basal line.

DISTRIBUTION: <i>Thaumatopsis solutellus</i> is mostly found in coastal habitats from New Hampshire southward to North
Carolina. A few records are also known from peripheral areas around the Great Lakes in Indiana, Michigan and southern Ontario.
As of 2024, we have only two records from coastal sites.

FLIGHT COMMENT: The adults have been observed from September and October in different areas of the range, with most from
October. Our two records as of 2024 are from late-October and early-November.

HABITAT: The preferred habitats are poorly documented, but this species is commonly associated with grassy habitats such as
coastal dune and scrub communities.

FOOD: The hosts are undocumented, but are thought to be grasses.

OBSERVATION_METHODS: The adults are attracted to lights and can sometimes be flushed from grassy habitats in October.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR[S1S2]

STATE PROTECTION:

COMMENTS: <i>Thaumatopsis solutellus</i> appears to reach its southern limits in North Carolina where it appears to be rare
and restricted to coastal communities such as dune and scrub habitats. 

Status Rank
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