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Scopula aemulata Rival Wave
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Geometridae ~SUBFAMILY: Sterrhinae  TRIBE: Scopulini
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS: One of 26 species in this genus that occur in North America north of Mexico (Pohl et al., 2016),
seven of which have been recorded in North Carolina

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS:

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Covell (1970)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES: Covell (1970)

ID COMMENTS: A medium-sized Wave. The ground color is tan with scattered dark brown specks. The antemedian and median
lines are diffuse and reddish-brown to buff (Covell, 1970). The antemedian is at least sometimes incomplete and represented by a
couple of dark points and the postmedian is composed entirely of separate dark dots. The discal dots are also dark as is a series of
terminal dots and a dorsal line of spots on the abdomen. Unlike S. cacuminaria, the hindwing has a rounded margin and the
forewings lack the prominent dark spots in the subterminal area. The tan ground color and dotted postmedian distinguish this
species from our other members of this genus.

DISTRIBUTION: All of our records come from the tidewater region
FLIGHT COMMENT: Our records come primarily from the summer and fall

HABITAT: Most of our records come from maritime forests, including one site where it appeared to be resident. Records from the
Wilmington area come from stands of hardwoods or longleaf pine but are based on single specimens whose residency status at
those sites is unclear.

FOOD: Covell (1970) reports rearing larvae of this species on clover (<i>Trifolium</i>) and dandelion (<i>Taraxacum</i>), but
there are no observations of the larvae in the wild and the natural host plants of this species still need to be determined.

OBSERVATION METHODS: Comes to lights, both incandescent and blacklights, but we do not have enough records to estimate
how well; we have no records from bait.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: GNR SU [S2S3]
STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: We have only a few records for this species but with enough to suggest that it is a resident along the coast and is
possibly associated with maritime forests. If that picture holds up, then it may be of significant conservation concern, given the
ongoing conversion of maritime habitats and the threat to barrier islands due to sea level rise. However, much more needs to be
learned about this species, particularly about the range of host plants and habitat it uses. Without that information an accurate
assessment cannot be made of its conservation status within the state.
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