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Anticarsia gemmatalis Velvetbean Caterpillar Moth
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Three periods to each month: 1-10/11-20 / 21-31

FAMILY: Erebidae = SUBFAMILY: Eulepidotinae  TRIBE: Panopodini
TAXONOMIC COMMENTS:

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Covell (1984); Beadle and Leckie (2012)

ONLINE PHOTOS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS:

TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES:

ID COMMENTS:

DISTRIBUTION: Please refer to the dot map.

FLIGHT COMMENT: Please refer to the flight charts.

HABITAT: Found in open habitats across the state but most of our records probably represent migrants.

FOOD: Larvae are polyphagous on legumes, including crop or introduced species such as Alfalfa (<i>Medicago sativa</i>),
Kudzu (<i>Pueraria montana</i>), Soybean (<i>Glycine max</i>), and Velvet Bean (<i>Mucuna pruriens</i>). Native legumes
that are used include Hairypod Cowpea (<i>Vigna luteola</i>), snoutbeans (<i>Rhynchosia</i>), and Black Locust (<i>Robinia
pseudoacacia</i>) (Wagner et al., 2011). We do not have any feeding records in North Carolina.

OBSERVATION METHODS:

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: G5 SNR [SNA]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: This species appears to be primarily a migrant in our area, showing up in late summer and fall.
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