
•
•

••••

•
•

•

•

••

•
•

•

•• •

•
•

••• •••
• • ••

••
••

•••

•••

• •
••••••
•••

•

• = Sighting or Collection
in NC since 2006

• = Not seen since 20065 - Brunswick - 2025-04-18
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High counts of:

NC counties: 31

Harris's Three-spotHarrisimemna trisignata
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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FAMILY: Noctuidae     SUBFAMILY: Acronictinae     TRIBE:
TAXONOMIC_COMMENTS: A genus of two species, one from Japan and one from North America, largely the eastern part but
that distribution tails toward Alaska and may trace the origin of our species.  Currently it is a member of the Acronictinae but has
been placed elsewhere in its history.

FIELD GUIDE DESCRIPTIONS: Covell (1984); Beadle and Leckie (2012)
ONLINE PHOTOS:
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, ADULTS: Forbes (1954)
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTION, IMMATURE STAGES: Forbes (1954); Wagner et al. (2011)

ID COMMENTS: The unique pattern with circular brown spots near the wing apices will easily identify this species. Sexes are
similar.

DISTRIBUTION: Distributed across the state

FLIGHT COMMENT: It appears to have one brood in the Mountains, two in the Piedmont, and perhaps three in the Coastal Plain.

HABITAT: Almost all of our records come from wet or mesic forests. These include both riverine and non-riverine swamp forests,
pond-pine woodlands and other peatlands, bottomland hardwoods, mesic ravines, and river and lake shorelines

FOOD: Larvae are polyphagous, reported from a very wide variety of woody plants. Wagner (2005) specifically lists New Jersey
Tea (<i>Ceanothus americanus</i>), Buttonbush (<i>Cephalanthus occidentalis</i>), American Persimmon (<i>Diospyros
virginiana</i>), ash (<i>Fraxinus</i>), holly (<i>Ilex</i>), honeysuckle (<i>Lonicera</i>), apple (<i>Malus</i>), cherry (<i>
Prunus</i>), willow (<i>Salix</i>), blackberry (<i>Rubus</i>), and <i>Viburnum</i>, with holly the most common host. In
North Carolina, larvae have been recorded on Buttonbush, Common Winterberry (<i>Ilex verticillata</i>), Virginia Creeper (<i>
Parthenocissus quinquefolia</i>), Black Cherry (<i>Prunus serotina</i>), and Witherod Viburnum (<i>Viburnum cassinoides</
i>).

OBSERVATION_METHODS: Adults come to light, but the scarcity of records despite its wide range of habitats could indicate
that it comes only poorly. They are not known to respond to bait or flowers.

NATURAL HERITAGE PROGRAM RANKS: G5 SNR [S3S4]

STATE PROTECTION: Has no legal protection, although permits are required to collect it on state parks and other public lands.

COMMENTS: More needs to be learned about the host plants and habitats preferred by this species, but it is widely distributed
across the state and seems to occupy a wide range of habitats. Consequently, it appears to be secure within the state.

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

Noctuidae
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