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Enallagma daeckii Attenuated Bluet
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DISTRIBUTION: Roughly the eastern half of the state, and highly scattered elsewhere to the west. Specifically, nearly
throughout the Coastal Plain (though perhaps absent in some Tidewater counties), the eastern third of the Piedmont, and very
sparingly westward to include the extreme southern mountains. Presumed absent from the central and northern mountains;
however, presumed to occur as a rarity in the western Piedmont counties.

ABUNDANCE: Common in the Sandhills, but mostly uncommon elsewhere in the southern half of the Coastal Plain (though
locally common in Carteret County). Rare to uncommon in the northern Coastal Plain, and perhaps absent close to the northern
coast. Rare in the eastern Piedmont, and very rare at best elsewhere in the Piedmont and southern mountains.

FLIGHT: A shortened flight for a bluet, seemingly not occurring after mid-summer. In the Coastal Plain, it occurs from mid-April
only to late July, and in the Piedmont from mid-May to early August. The only date record available for the mountains is for late
June.

HABITAT: Sand-bottomed ponds and lakes, usually with shrubby margins.

BEHAVIOR: Typically perches within clumps of grass or shrubs, where it can be difficult to observe. However, when seen on
the wing, it is usually quite obvious owing to its very long and slender abdomen and overall pale blue coloration. Males often fly
very slowly, almost like huge forktails.

COMMENTS: Our two highest counts are now from the southeastern coastal area. There are also several sizable single-day
counts from the Sandhills. Despite there being at least 15 county records west of the Fall Line, there are just a few recent reports
from this large area, from Mecklenburg, Durham, and Wake counties. The species is fairly distinctive in its "skinny" look, and
thus it has possibly declined in the Piedmont. New records for the Piedmont, and the northern half of the Coastal Plain, are
greatly needed.
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