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• = Sighting or Vetted
in NC since 2005

• = Not seen since 2005

850 - Wake - 2013-07-06
465 - Wake - 2014-07-19
355 - Wake - 2013-09-06

High counts of:

NC counties: 100 or 100%
Number of records added in 2025 = 30

Slaty SkimmerLibellula incesta
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Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31
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DISTRIBUTION: Statewide, occurring in all 100 counties.

ABUNDANCE: Very common to abundant, though usually not in large swarms (such as with Eastern Pondhawk, Blue Dasher, or
Common Baskettail). Abundance seems similar all across the state, though it might be slightly less numerous in the mountains.

FLIGHT: Flies from early May to late October downstate, and to mid-October in the mountains.

HABITAT: Widespread around still waters of ponds, lakes, marshes, pools and puddles, and slow portions of rivers or creeks --
typically in wooded or partly wooded situations.

BEHAVIOR: Males are very conspicuous for a dragonfly, as they perch on bare twigs or other vegetation around a pond or lake
margin and make constant forays, often chasing anything that flies nearby. Adults forage some distance from water, but not in
large numbers in fields or other treeless areas.

COMMENTS: It is difficult to visit a pond or lake margin in the summer without seeing a Slaty Skimmer. Usually a walk around
the shoreline will produce a number of them, even though Blue Dashers typically will be the most abundant dragonfly at such a
pond or lake. Because Slaty Skimmers are very pugnacious and active fliers, if the species is around, you should quickly know it!
It is definitely one of the state's most abundant dragonfly species.

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

- - S5 G5
Earliest date: Bladen  2023-04-15 
Latest date: Bladen  2017-11-01
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