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• = Sighting or Vetted
in NC since 2004

• = Not seen since 2004

400 - Camden - 2017-04-13
150 - Onslow - 2010-04-24
130 - Wake - 2013-05-03

High counts of:

NC counties: 100 or 100%
Number of records added in 2023 = 56

Common BaskettailEpitheca cynosura

Jan

Jan

Jan

Feb

Feb

Feb

Mar

Mar

Mar

Apr

Apr

Apr

May

May

May

Jun

Jun

Jun

Jul

Jul

Jul

Aug

Aug

Aug

Sep

Sep

Sep

Oct

Oct

Oct

Nov

Nov

Nov

Dec

Dec

Dec

5

5

5

25

25

25

15

15

15

15

15

15

5

5

5

25

25

25

5

5

5

25

25

25

15

15

15

15

15

15

5

5

5

25

25

25

5

5

5

25

25

25

15

15

15

15

15

15

5

5

5

25

25

25

5

5

5

25

25

25

15

15

15

15

15

15

5

5

5

25

25

25

5

5

5

25

25

25

15

15

15

15

15

15

5

5

5

25

25

25

5

5

5

25

25

25

15

15

15

15

15

15

5

5

5

25

25

25

Three periods to each month: 1-10 / 11-20 / 21-31

N
u
m
b
e
r

o
f

F
l
i
g
h
t

D
a
t
e
s

0

100

200
n=589
C

0

100

200
n=537
P

0

100

200
n=185
M

DISTRIBUTION: Statewide; occurs in every NC county, including those along the immediate coast.

ABUNDANCE: Common to occasionally abundant across the state. Often the most numerous species seen on an outing in the
spring season. Dozens can sometimes be seen in a day.

FLIGHT: Spring/early summer season only; mid-March to late June or early July downstate, and to early August in the
mountains (where the flight begins in late March). It is infrequent downstate after the end of May.

HABITAT: Mainly at still or slow-moving water of ponds, lakes, and pools; less so at slow creeks and rivers.

BEHAVIOR: Males are often seen flying low over pools and ponds, and at times over smaller creeks, perching quite frequently
along the margins. Away from water, adults range widely to woodland margins, sunny roads and trails, and so forth, where they
perch unwarily on twigs or other low vegetation and thus can be studied closely.

COMMENTS: Identification of most baskettails (except Prince) can be tricky, as some Mantleds, most Slender, and especially
Robust baskettails closely resemble the Common Baskettail. In fact, there is probably no single field mark that might identify a
dragonfly as a Common; a suite of marks, such as abdomen shape, abdomen width, and wing coloration must be used.
Nonetheless, observers will quickly tire of seeing this species in spring, in hopes of finding less numerous baskettails, darners,
and skimmers.

Status Rank
NC    US NC   Global

- - S5 G5
Earliest date: Bladen  2023-03-04 
Latest date: Macon  1981-08-05

March 2024 The Dragonflies and Damselflies of North Carolina 77


